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FISHERMEN =+~
TOLDTO USE
TREATED wtmb

DC CORRESPONDENT"
VISAKHAPATNAM; . - |
MARCH26 - .o

‘The ‘Institute; 'of ‘Wood
Science & Technology
suggested that fisher-
men and. other manu-
facturers of ﬁshmg
crafts use only treated

for enhanced life span.

A workshop on per-
spectives of utilisation
of processed wood held
here on  Tuesday
emphasised . that the
life span of a catama-
ran could be increased
by 15 years by spending
just Rs 4,000 on treat-
ment of wood.

Dr. M. Balaji, scien-
tist in-charge of the
IWST, said it has been
established. that. by

wood  for catamarans

P4 preservative ~ treat-

ment, durability of tim-

" ber bemg used: for - a
catamaran could be
enhanced by at least 4
times.

He said logs used in
.catamarans would be
. treated by forcing wood
preservatives into
timber up to one mch
depth, under vacuum
pressure.- A number of
preservatives are avail-
able, but the preferred
is . .. copper-chrome-
arsenic (CCA), he said.
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‘Chemical
treatment
enhances

wood life’

Staff Reporter

aple

VISAKHAPATNAM: Treatment of
wood with chemicals enhanc-
es the life of catamarans and
other marine craft substan-
tially and not only helps the
traditional fishermen but also
* contributes to forest conser-
" vation, said the scientist-in-
charge of the Visakhapatnam
branch of Institute of Wood
Science and Technology M..
Balaji.

At aworkshop on “Perspec-
tives on utilisation of proc-
essed wood” organised here
on Tuesday, he said the Vi-
sakhapatnam centre of the in--
stitute was working on
arresting marine bio-deterio-
ration of wood and it had
found several methods to ad-
dress the problem.

Dr. Balaji said that the in-
stitute had identified 28 spe-
cies of ship worms and wood
borers, which destroy wood
in the Indian marine environ-
ment. Bio-fouling and boring
were the two main threats to
wooden marine craft and cat-
amarans. Principal of Andhra
University College of Engi-
neering Ch. V. R. Murthy,
who presided over the inau-
gural function, said that wood
preservatives were in use
even during Alexander’s time.

V. Srinivasa Sastri of Tim-
ber Treat, the wood process-
ing unit at Peda Gantyada,
said that treatment of wood
was mandatory for export of

materials.
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